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DECLARATION OF SAN MING WANG, PH.D., UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.131 



I, San Ming Wang, Ph.D., state that, 

1 . I am an inventor of the subject matter claimed in the above-identified 
application, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional Application Nos.: 60/174,391 and 
60/173,617, filed January 3, 2000, and December 29, 1999, respectively. I am making this 
declaration to provide evidence that the subject matter claimed in the above-identified 
application was completed in the United States at a date at least prior to July 19, 1999, which is 
the date of acceptance of van den Berg, et al., Nucleic Acids Research, 1999, Vol. 27(17), pages 
i-iii, cited by the Examiner in an Office Action mailed March 26, 2003. 

2. To establish the date of completion of the invention, copies of pages from my 
laboratory notebook are attached as Exhibit A. All dates appearing on these laboratory notebook 
pages have been redacted. 



3. The pages from my laboratory notebook establish the following facts: 

(a) Information from SAGE tags alone do not provide sufficient 
information for gene identification; 

(b) The solution to the problems associated with SAGE tags was to extend 
the SAGE tag sequence to the 3' end of the cDNA; 

(c) The longer 3' cDNA could be generated using a SAGE tag as a primer 
in an extension and/or amplification reaction(s); 

(d) One amplification reaction useful in solving the SAGE tag problem is 
PCR, using a SAGE tag as a sense primer and a set of universal primers 
consisting of oligo (dT) with A, G, CA, CG, CC anchors as antisense 
primers, and using the cDNA sample used in SAGE tag collection as a 
substrate; 

4. These laboratory notebook pages confirm that the subject matter of the 
pending claims in the application was completed at least prior to July 1 9, 1 999. 

5. This declaration is submitted in response to a non-final Office Action. 

6. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true and, further, that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 




San Ming Wang, M.D. Date 
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